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Will stimulate the adoption of 
commercial cloud and Earth Observation (EO) services
by the European research community. 

As part of the European Open Science Cloud.

Through a tender resulting in framework agreements with suppliers,
which research institutions can use to buy resources. 

By making available 9.5 million EURO in adoption funds from the EC,
for the research community to use. 



European Open Science Cloud

Europe is the largest producer of 
research data in the world.

The EC wants to increase the use of 
this data and interconnect
research IT infrastructures through 
the European Open Science Cloud.

OCRE is part of the 
European Open Science Cloud 
and receives funding from the EC 
under grant agreement no. 824079.



Why OCRE?

Cloud and Earth Observation (EO) based services offer 
the European Research community a wealth of 
powerful tools. 

But for many researchers, these are currently 
out of reach. 

It is difficult to find and select suitable services. 
Establishing agreements with providers and 
ensuring legal and technical compliance requires 
specialist skills and takes an inordinate amount of 
time.

Equally, service providers have difficulty reaching and 
meeting the needs of the research community in 

technical, 
financial and legal areas.



RESEARCHERS

Easy adoption

Incorporate commercial digital 
services into their activities

Service discovery and acquisition

SERVICE PROVIDERS

Easy delivery

Reach and meet the needs 
of the research community 

Meet legal, financial 
and technical requirements

OCRE will drive adoption of digital services
and close the gap between the supply and demand sides



Scope
Stimulate the adoption of:

Type A: IaaS, PaaS and SaaS 
commercial cloud offerings.

Type B: Earth Observation commercial 
services, which leverage EU DIAS platforms
(Data and Information Access Services), where 
the Copernicus Sentinel data is stored.



13/09/2019OCRE H2020 project | EGU 2019| Wien (Austria) | 11th April 2019 

Individual
researchers

Individual
institutions

Group of Institutions
Buyer groups

OCRE user categories
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Wave 1

Wave 2

Wave 3

Funding waves
EC adpt
funds 

Type A 
services

EC adpt
funds 

Type B 
services

Total for 
each 
wave

1.475M 0.975M 2.45M

1M 1.5M 2.5M

2.25M 2.25M 4.5M

BROAD RANGE 
BUYER GROUPS

COMMITTED 
BUYER GROUPS



EO Requirements gathering 
from the research community 
and input from suppliers

Dedicated Webinars

Participating in conferences and user 
consultations.

Online surveys and dedicated interviews

EARSC community: 
European Association of 
Remote Sensing Companies



OCRE F2F meeting, Utrecht, Nederland, 12 March

EGU, Wien, Austria, 1-5 April – Oral presentation and User Workshop

Living Planet Symposium 19, Milan, Italy, 13-17 May – Agora and poster session, F2F meetings

EXPANDEO, Bruxelles, Belgium, 20 June

EARSeL, Salzburg, Austria, 1-4 July 

Phi Week, Frascati, Italy, 9-13 September

ISDE 11, Florence, Italy 24-27 September 

Conference participation and workshops
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Researcher
Service 

Provider

https://www.ocre-project.eu/suppliers

15 questions
https://www.ocre-project.eu/researchers

11 questions

Online Surveys – Questionnaires
https://www.ocre-project.eu/surveys

Raffle 
among 

participants

https://www.ocre-project.eu/suppliers
https://www.ocre-project.eu/researchers


EO requirements gathering participation
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Identified technical capabilities

Data Processing Services Data AnalyticsUser Algorithms Hosting

Value-added products Interactive development

Powered by a scalable collocated processing environment - DIAS

D
at

a 
Sh

ar
in

g 
/ 

P
u

b
lis

h
in

g



2019,
Q1 & Q2

Gather requirements from the 
research community 

and input from providers. 

Q2 & Q3

Formation of buyer groups.

Draft version of tender 
document (July).

Q3 – Q4

Adoption funds: First vouchers 
for individual researchers: 
500,000 euro, IaaS through 
GÉANT framework agreements

(Type A services).

October 2019 

Launch of OCRE 
Pan-European tender

2020,
Q1

Tender completed, framework 
agreements signed.

Technical service validation

IdM & network connections

Start of services usage (Types A & B)

2020 - 2021

Consumption: call-offs by 
institutions & buyer groups

Adoption funds: 9 MEUR, 
for researchers, institutions 
and buyer groups

OCRE’s timeline



OCRE news: NRENs on-boarding OCRE

Nov'17
16



https://www.ocre-project.eu/sign-tender

Nov'17
17
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Thank you

See you at the EARSC booth

https://www.ocre-project.eu


